
The SCFMS reports that so far $1760 has been raised
to donate to the American Federation Scholarship Fund for
2005's scholarship awards.  Twelve thousand dollars is sought
in all for the Federation to be able to award a second scholar-
ship this year so time is of the essence. Monies donated so far
include:

Arlington Gem and Mineral Club         $  25
Austin Paleontological         $348
Baton Rouge G&MS         $100
Clear Lake G&MS         $  79
East Texas G&MS         $  88
Gulf Coast G&MS         $252
Pine City G&MS         $  60
Pleasant Oaks G&MS         $100
Rollin' Rock Club         $418
SCFMS Show**         $350
Total        $1760
(**$50.00 of this goes to the Houston Gem

and Mineral Club)
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The Ark-La-Tex Gem and Mineral
Society meets at 6.30 pm on the 1st

Tuesday of each month at the Bossier
Parish Historical Center, Bossier
Parish Library, 2206 Beckett St.,

Bossier City, LA  71111
New members and guests are encour-

aged and welcomed!

South Central Federation On Track to
Meet AFMS Scholarship Challenge

STRANGE SCIENCE
Tumbleweeds Aid In Uranium Clean-Up

So you thought tumbleweeds were just the stuff of spaghetti west-
erns-just the lonely residents of desolate ghost towns. It turns out, however
that they may just serve a purpose.  According to research being done at the
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, tumbleweeds (aka Russian
thistle) and some other arid climate loving plants can actually absorb de-
pleted uranium from contaminated soil at weapons testing grounds and other
contaminated areas.

via www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2004  from Geology Society of America

Why Some Lizards Never Need a Pedicure
Geckos are being studied for the amazing adhesive qualities of their

feet. Researchers in Portland, Oregon, have synthesized an adhesive based
on the microscopic hairs on the bottoms of the lizards' feet.  They use tiny
forces to cling closely to walls and ceilings and since they never groom their
feet, it was discovered that the tiny hairs or setae are also self cleaning. The
study may lead to new adhesives and better ouchless bandages.

from www.cbc.ca/story/science/national/2005/01/03/gecko050103.html



     Happenings...

January 15-16
Fredericksberg, TX

Hill Country Gem and Mineral Society

January 22-23
Tyler, TX

East Texas Gem and Mineral Society

January 26-30
39th Annual Quartzsite Pow Wow

Quartzsite, AZ
Quartzsite Improvement Association

February 19-20
Georgetown, TX

Williamson County Gem and Mineral Society

February 19-20
Plainview, TX

High Plains Gem and Mineral Society

February 26-27
Pasadena, TX

Clear Lake Gem and Mineral Society
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December Meeting Minutes
Pam Hendrix, Secretary

Everyone started to gather at 6:00 but we
waited to start eating until 6:30 and began with
the pledge and prayer.  The history center was
decorated for Christmas by Pam.

The food was great and the fellowship was
fun.  There was a lot of visiting and catching up.
Some of us only see each other once a month.

The auction items were carefully looked
over by everyone.  It was fun watching some
people bid against each other.

We ate buffet style.  I sure wish more mem-
bers would have atttended.  It was really fun.  Many
went back for seconds and thirds.

We raised money in the neighborhood of
$270 from our auction.  We will decide next meet-
ing what to do with it.

The nineteen people that attended left full
and happy.

See you next meeting!
Goodbye 2004

Happy New Year 2005

Ark-La-Tex Gem & Mineral Society
ApplicatioN For Membership

Mail to Ark-La-Tex G&MS; c/o Bill Hart, Treasurer
         1610 Success Street, Bossier City, LA 71112

 IIndividual____ $15/year Family____$25/year
  Subscription to Rock Rattler only____$5/year

 Name______________________________________

 Address____________________________________

 City_________________State____Zip___________

Phone (Home)____________________
           (Work) ____________________
E-Mail___________________________

 Birthday______________Anniversary_____________

 May we send you the Rock Rattler via e-mail only?
circle one   YES     NO

 Lapidary Interests_____________________________

from Fossil News Journal of Amateur Paleontology March
2000 via Ventura G&MS Rockhound Rambling October 2001



Well, it's the holidays and just a few days ago we had our Christmas party.  There were
19 people there and Pam had the place decorated very nicely.  There was even a Christmas tree
put in place by the historical center.  There was no shop business discussed.

We walked around and talked to each other. Then at 6:30 we called the meeting to order
with the pledge.  Will House said our prayer then we got in line to eat.

About 1 hour later after everyone had their fill. Dwain Spillman (vice-president) started
the auction.  Half way through Bill Hart took over.  There was a lot of nice stuff at the acution
and we raised around $270 or more.  The proceeds go to a charity to be decided at our next
meeting.  Since the American Federation Scholarship Fund had been depleted, that would be a
good place to think about putting the money from our auction.

To all the club officers, since we all are so busy with the holidays-visiting, travelling and
running here and there-we will have a board meeting prior to the next meeting starting at 5:00
pm.  Policies will be made that day so be sure to be there to voice your opinion and give us your
thoughts on proposals discussed.  Be sure to bring your copy of the by-laws of the club and the
proposals put forth by Joe Beasley and your notes.

At the meeting I did not wish everybody a very Merry Christmas and a safe and happy
New Year.  This was a bad oversight on my part.  So I wish to tell you all a belated Merry
Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

Some of the elders of the club and myself were thinking of ways to increase the member-
ship, especially the younger ones.  That is one of the things that will be brought up at the board
meeting.

Also at the next meeting, I will bring three or four piles of rocks or minerals to be
identified by rock, mineral or type and then won by the guesser.

This year we will start field trips in March while it's still cool and not too hot.  We will
bring more guest speakers to the club.  If anyone has some ideas on this matter please bring
them up a the next meeting.

Well I will close this letter saying Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  May God bless
you and keep you till next we meet.

James C. Hendrix
President
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President's Message

HHistorical Tidbits of Shreveport and Bossier:
Shreveport has been a trading post; a

back water river port; a center for cotton, tim-
ber, gas and petroleum; the capital of Louisi-
ana and the headquarters of a mighty army.

The CNB Building at 333 Texas Street,
built in 1940 contains original murals from the
1940's  depicting the history of Shreveport.

Shreveport's population in 1900 was
16,013.

In 1923, the world's first Shriner's
Children's Hospital opened in Shreveport.

One of the foremost blues musicians of
the early 20th century was Luddie "Leadbelly"
Ledbetter, who was born near Mooringsport
around 1889.

Shed Road was originally a nine mile
long cornered, non-planked roadway com-
pleted in 1880.  The Shed roof was demol-
ished in 1887.

In Louisiana, biting someone with your
natural teeth is a simple assault but if you bite
someone with your false teeth you will be
charged with aggravated assault.

from Metro Phone Book, 03/2004 by Eric Brock submitted by Pam Hendrix
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Fiber Optic Gems: What Are They?
Fiber optics were developed as a result of someone studying a piece of the mineral ulexite.

Also known as TV stone, it is a hard, brittle, fibrous stone which-when writing is placed under-
neath-will allow the image to appear on the surface of the stone.  This led to the theory that if
this type of fibrous material could be manufactured, it could be used in many different ways
where image transmission is needed.  Fiber optic cables were at first very slender and flexible,
used in surgeries and in household decorations.  The manufacturing technology improved and
soon manufacturers were spinning out miles of cable for a new application, data transmission
lines.  These lines can be up to two inches across.  The cable consists of thousands of pairs of
optic fibers.  Each pair carries data for phone, computer, fax, etc.  Since the sides of the cable are
reflective, there is no need for insulation or shielding around each fiber, as in old phone lines.
This translates to more pairs in a smaller space.  For us in the hobby, this created one of the

The Rock Rattler is a monthly publication of
the Ark-La-Tex Gem and Mineral Society lo-
cated in Bossier City/Shreveport, Louisiana.
The society is affiliated with the American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS)
and the South Central Federation of Mineral-
ogical Societies (SCFMS).
Permission is given to reproduce this docu-
ment all or in part with proper credit given.
Articles with no byline are by the editor.
The Ark-La-Tex Gem and Mineral Society is a
non-profit educational organization devoted
to promoting interest in the various earth
sciences, particularly the art of lapidaries and
their related fields.  Informational speeches
presented at area schools and the presenta-
tion of awards and cash prizes at the Public
School Earth Science Fair are two of the ways
the society achieves its goals.  Another con-
tribution to the community is the annual show,
held at the Bossier Civic Center, 620 Benton
Road, in Bossier City.  This “Jewelry, Gem, &
Mineral Show” functions as a fund raiser for
our group and a venue for the demonstra-
tions of gold and silver casting, jewelry mak-
ing, bead stringing, faceting, cabochon mak-
ing, and flintknapping (the art of flaking stone
tools such as arrowheads).  The monthly
meetings (including programs of interest to
rockhounds), information from the Rock Rat-
tler, and jewelry making classes through
Bossier Parish Community College complete
the educational objectives of the club.

newest gem treasures.  In order to make a
fiber optic cabochon, the cable scraps are first
cut into small lengths.  The cable is then either
cut into spheres, or it is sectioned parallel to
the length of the fiber, once the slices are made,
it is cut much like any other gem.  Care must
be taken, however, to protect the ends of the
cable from splintering, or catching dirt, abra-
sives, etc.

There is an interesting thing about fiber
optic gems.  If you look at them from a 90
degree angle from the eye of the gem, the gem
will be transparent to light, maintaining its prop-
erties for light transmission.

by Bill Grimes
Originally from Rockhouse Roundup, 3/99

via the BEMS Tumbler, 7/04
via  Golden Spike News 8/04

via Stratagem 1/05

Things a Real Rockhound Would Never Say
I went to Quartzsite and didn't find anything

that I liked.
No, I really don't want to see that 70 pound

chunk of blue lace agate that you have in your
van.

Fossil hunting...yuck.  All the dirt and the
dust and all you every find are dirty old rocks.

I just have too many rocks in my yard.
Some of them just have to go into the dumpster.

CONNECTIONS: Links and Websites
AFMS Website: www.amfed.org
SCFMS Website: www.scfms.net
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